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Please submit your completed answers to you local Secretary Ta’leem or the
local Qaid. He should let you have the answers at that point. Also, model
answers will be available from khuddam website (www.khuddam.org.uk) on
1st Feb 2008.
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Question 1) Describe some of the good qualities and the moral defects
prevalent in the Arab Society at the time of the Holy Prophet (saw).
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(From Life of Muhammad (saw))

Hospitality, bravery and honouring their word were some of the good
qualities possessed by Arabs before the advent of Islam. However, many
moral defects were ingrained in the society including drinking and gambling.
Women had no status and no rights at all. Some fathers used to kill their
daughters immediately after their birth. Slavery was widespread and slaves
had no accepted status. Dacoity was common as attacking and
dispossessing others was considered as a birthright. In terms of civilization
and social advance, Arabs were a very backward people. It was amongst
such people that the Holy Prophet of Islam was born.

Question 2) Who arranged the marriage between the Holy Prophet (saw)
and Hadhrat Khadijah (ra) ?
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(From Life of Muhammad (saw))

Hadhrat Khadija (ra)

Question 3) Can you given an account of how the marriage between The
Holy Prophet (saw) and Hadhrat Khadija (ra) was arranged?
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(From Life of Muhammad (saw))

Hadhrat Khadija (ra) sent a woman friend of hers to the Prophet (saw) to find
out whether he should be persuaded to marry her. This woman went to the
Prophet (saw) and asked why he had not married. The Prophet (saw) replied
he was not rich enough to do so. The visitor suggested whether he would
agree, if a rich and respectable woman were found whom he could marry.
The Prophet (saw) asked who this woman could be, and the visitor said she
was Khadija (ra). Prophet (saw) apologized, saying that Khadija (ra) was too
highly placed for him. The visitor undertook to deal with all difficulties. In that
case, said the Prophet (saw), there was nothing for him to say but to agree.



Khadija (ra) then sent a message to the Prophet’s (saw) uncle. Marriage
between the Prophet (saw) and Khadija (ra) was settled and solemnised.

Question 4) The following verses relate to an event of utmost importance to
Muslims. Identify the verses in the Holy Qur'an, and write down the
translation for each verse and write a very short commentary:
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(The Holy Quran with English Translation and 5 Vol. Commentary)

i. Arabic Script (Surah al-Hajj — Ch.22, v.28) Bac} Pej 1 €3 +A
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And proclaim unto men the Pilgrimage. They will come to thee on foot, and
on every lean camel, coming by every distant, deep, track.

Commentary: The verse constitutes a mighty prophecy. The proclamation
that Ka'aba would one day become a great centre to which people from
distant lands would come to perform Hajj was made at Mecca at a time when
the very fate of Islam was hanging in the balance. Life was not safe for the
Holy Prophet and his followers. They were being driven away from their
hearths and homes and did not know where to go. It was a that time that it
was proclaimed to the world, as if with a beat of drum, that to the Ka'aba
would come people form all parts of the earth. The gathering in Mecca every
year of many hundreds of thousands of Muslims from very distant lands
bears an irrefutable testimony to the remarkable fulfillment of this prophecy.

ii. Arabic script: (Aal-e-‘Imran — Ch.3, v.98) Bfc} PWH]! €3 +A
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In it are manifest Signs; it is the place of Abraham; and whosoever enters it,
is safe. And pilgrimage to the House is a duty which men - those who can
find a way thither - owe to Allah. And whosoever disbelieves, let him
remember that Allah is surely Independent of all creatures.

Commentary: The Qur'an here gives 3 reasons for the Ka'aba to be adopted
as the Qibla or the centre of God's religion. First as a 'place of Abraham' as
he is revered by both Jews and Christians and he visited this place. Second
reason reasons, in words 'whoever enters it, is safe', is that Ka'aba promises
peace and security to those who enter it. Third reason, is that pilgrimage to
the house is 'a duty' implies that this will continue to be centre of people. The
words, who can find a way thither, embody that 1) one should have the



necessary conveyance for performing the journey; 2) should have the
necessary money to bear expenses; and 3) there should be peace and
security on the way.

Question 5) What is the name of the month in the Islamic calendar in which
Muslims perform the Hajj (5th Pillar of Islam)?
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Dhul Hijjah

Question 6) What religion did Waragah bin Naufal, the cousin of Sayyidah
Khadijah (ra), belong to?
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Christianity

Question 7) The following are the names of the Islamic Months:

Muharram, Safar, Rabi’ al-Awwal, Rabi’ al-Thani, Jumadi’ al-Awwal, Jumadji’
al-Thani, Rajab, Sha’ban, Ramadan, Shawwal, Dhul Qa’dah, Dhul Hijjah

By which scientific method are the Islamic months dictated:
(@) The lunar cycle?

OR

(b) The solar cycle?
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The Lunar cycle



Question 8) Who was being addressed by the Promised Messiah as when
saying the following:

All of you who have taken baiOat and have made a commitment, listen! To
utter these words is easy but to do justice to them is hard because Satan is
always busy trying to make man careless about his faith. Satan shows the
world and its benefits to be within reach, and faith to be distant. In this way,
the heart is hardened and each subsequent condition is worse than the
previous one. If you want to please Allah, put your entire strength and effort
to abide faithfully to this commitment of freeing yourself from sins.
[Conditions of Bai’at and Responsibilities of an Ahmadi. Page 12-13]
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Hadhrat Promised Messiah (as) said these words while addressing the
group of disciples who took the first pledge of allegiance at his hands on 23
March 1889.

Question 9) Describe any 3 of the duties/rites that must be performed in
order to complete the Haijj?

Use any of the following references:
(http://www.alislam.org/pillars/hajj.html)
(http://www.alislam.org/books/study-of-islam/hajj.html)

(Cheema B. Haijj and its Significance. Review of Religions.Jan 2004.page
38-48. Accessed online: http://www.alislam.org/ror/Jan_2004.pdf)
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i. To be in a state of Ihram and to recite the Talbiyyah from the moment one
dons the lhram. The Talbiyyah is to recite: Here we come, O God, here we
come No partner have You, here we come. Indeed, praise and blessings
are Yours, and the Kingdom. No partner have You, here we come.

ii. Once the initial Tawaf (going around the Ka’bah seven times in an anti-
clockwise direction) are performed, the pilgrims perfom the Sa’iyy, during
which they walk and run between the two hills of Safah and Marwah,
located close to the Ka’bah.



iii. After performing the Sa’iyy, the pilgrims move to Mina, four miles east of
Makkah, to spend the night there on the plains of Mina.

iv. The following morning the pilgrims leave for the plain of ‘Arafah, nine
miles south-east of Makkah, wher ethe Prophet (saw) delivered his
farewell sermon. They arrive their by early afternoon and must join their
Dhuhr and ‘Asr prayers and listen to a sermon given by the Imam. The
pilgrims stay there until sunset, after which the pilgrims leave ‘Arafah and
go to the plains of Muzdalifah (referred to in the Qur'an as Mash’ar al-
Haram.)

v. On reaching Muzdalifah the pilgrims say their combined Maghrib and
‘Isha prayers and spend the night there. In the morning, after performing
the Fajr prayers, the pilgrims return to Mina once again.

vi. The Pilgrims reach Mina on the 10th of Dhul Hijjah. Here the first
ceremony that is performed is the throwing of 7 small stones, known as the
Rami al-jimar. This is the symbolic act of throwing stones at three pillars
which represent striking the devil.

vii. The 10th of Dhul Hijjah is when pilgrims sacrifice their animals. This day
is celebrated worldwide by muslims as the ‘Eid al-Adha.

viii. After performing the sacrifice the male pilgrims shave their heads and
the female pilgrims clip some locks of hair as is the Sunnah and instruction
of the Prophet (saw). They then leave their states of Ihram by wearing their
everyday clothes.

ix. In their everyday clothes the pilgrims perform another tawaf of the
Ka’bah, called the Tawaf al-Ziarah. Before the 10th of Dhul Hijjah ends,
the pilgrims perform another Sa’iyy.

x. After this the pilgrims return once again to Mina where they stay until the
12th or 13th day of Dhul Hijjah. During these two or three days the
pilgrims continue to perform the ceremony of Rami al-jimar.

xi. On the afternoon of the 12th or 13th of Dhul Hijjah the pilgrims return to
Makkah for the last ceremony of the pilgrimage. This includes the

farewell tawaf of the Ka’bah after which the entire pilgrimage is

completed and the pilgrims are free to go where they wish.

Question 10) The Prophet of Islam (saw) had mentioned a clear sign to
identify the Promised Messiah (as). This sign has also been mentioned in
the Bible (Matthew 24:29). What is this sign?

[Ahmad the Guided One]
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BAhmad the Guide

There are appointed two signs which have never been manifested for any
other claimant since the creation of the heavens and the earth. They are that,



at his advent, their shall occur an eclipse of the moon on the first of its
appointed nights and an eclipse of the sun on the middle one of its
appointed days and both will occur in the same month of Ramadhan.

The Holy Bible mentions the darkening of the sun, and the moon not giving
light, in connection with the signs of the second coming of Jesus Christ.



